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About

We are a group of Reformed Christians who meet together in Limerick City, Ireland, to worship the LORD according to the biblical and Reformed faith as summarised in the historic confessions of faith, namely the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dort.
Church Services

Where: Conradh na Gaeilge Hall, Thomas Str., Limerick City

When: Sundays, 11am & 5.30pm (total time: appr. 90 minutes)

What: Preaching of the Bible, prayer, psalm singing

Who: Everyone welcome!
Contact/More Info

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Martyn McGeown
061 635 582
martynmcgeown@gmail.com

Website: www.limerickreformed.ie


ISLAM AND CHRISTIANITY
An Important Timeline

The Qur’an was written during the lifetime of Mohammed (c. 570-632 AD). 
The Christian church by 451 AD had not only defined the doctrine of the Trinity (the Council of Nicaea, 325 AD and the Council of Constantinople, 381 AD) but had defined the relationship between the one person and the two natures (human and divine) of Jesus Christ (the Council of Chalcedon, 451 AD). 

Therefore, over a century before Mohammed’s birth, the Christian church had defined from the New Testament who God is and who Jesus Christ is.   

Moreover, the authenticity of the Old and New Testaments (the Christian Scriptures) is well attested. Not only do we have many manuscripts dating to centuries before the birth of Mohammed, we could (using the Greek and Latin church fathers) reconstruct almost the entire New Testament from citations alone!
Therefore, when modern Muslims claim that the Bible is corrupt and untrustworthy, we object. Muslims should also object to such a slur against the New Testament, because the Qur’an teaches that Allah sent the gospel: “We sent him [Jesus] the gospel: therein was guidance and light” and “Let the people of the gospel judge by what Allah hath revealed therein” and “To thee we sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it, and guarding it in safety; so judge between them by what Allah hath revealed” (Surah 5:46-48). If the gospel was corrupted already in Mohammed’s lifetime, how can anyone obey Surah 5? 
A Serious Misunderstanding?  

Since Christians had carefully defined the Trinity over a century before Mohammed’s birth, why does the Qur’an misunderstand the doctrine of the Trinity as taught by Christians?
No Christian teaches that the Trinity is Allah, Jesus and Mary. 
“And behold, Allah will say: ‘O Jesus, the son of Mary! Didst thou say unto men, ‘Worship me and my mother as gods in derogation of Allah?’ He will say: ‘Glory to Thee! Never could I say what I had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing, Thou wouldest indeed have known it. Thou knowest what is in my heart, though I know not what is in Thine. For thou knowest in full all that is hidden’” (Surah 5:116). 
No Christian teaches that the Trinity is three gods.

“O People of the Book! Commit no excesses in your religion: nor say of Allah aught but the truth. Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah, and His Word, which He bestowed on Mary, and a Spirit proceeding from Him: so believe in Allah and His Messengers. Say not Three: desist: it will be better for you: for Allah is One God: glory be to Him: (far Exalted is He) above having a son. To Him belong all things in the heavens and on earth. And enough is Allah as a Disposer of affairs” (Surah 4:171).

No Christian teaches that Allah carnally begat Jesus by means of a consort (or wife):

“To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth: how can He have a son when He hath no consort? He created all things, and hath full knowledge of all things” (Surah 6:101); “Exalted is the Majesty of our Lord: He hath taken neither a wife nor a son” (Surah 72:3).  
No Christian believes that, because Jesus had a human nature (and ate food, for example), He is not divine. The doctrine of the Incarnation means that Jesus, the eternal, only begotten Son of God, is both human and divine, in two distinct natures.

“Christ the Son of Mary was no more than a Messenger; many were the messengers that passed away before him. His mother was a woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily) food. See how Allah doth make his Signs clear to them; yet see in what ways they are deluded away from the truth!” (Surah 5:75).
The Qur’an denies the heart of the gospel, namely, that Jesus died on the cross for the sins of God’s people.

    “That they said (in boast), ‘We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah,’ but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those that differ therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a surety they killed him not” (Surah 4:157). 
Christians believe that Jesus’ sufferings and death were both voluntary and necessary. 
1. Without the death of Christ, God will not forgive sins.

2. This is because God is just, and our sins require a full satisfaction of God’s justice.

3. Jesus Christ willingly, and out of God’s great love, went to the cross to satisfy God’s justice for all His people.

4. All who believe in Jesus Christ, as the eternal Son of God made flesh, the crucified and risen Saviour, shall be saved. 
“Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man [Jesus] is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:38-39).
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