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Essentials of Reformed Doctrine: Lesson 8.1 (“Creation” [1])  

I. INTRO:  
A. Today we begin Anthropology, the second of the six sections (Loci) of Dogmatics 

1. The first thing we learn in Scripture concerning man is that he is a created being. 
2. Therefore the doctrine of creation is first in Anthropology (Creation, Providence, Man as created, Man as 

fallen).  
B. Creation is the first of God’s works in time. What are the others? (Providence and Redemption).  

II. THE DOCTRINE AS SUCH 
A. First, Creation has its source in the eternal counsel or will of God 

1. It is not the case that God decided one day to create. Rather, God willed and planned creation in all its details 
in eternity.  

2. Creation itself is not eternal, but God’s decree is eternal: in creating, God gave existence in time to what only 
existed in His mind in eternity. Indeed, in creating, God created time, space and matter.  

3. Therefore, creation is a free act of God, something He was pleased to do, not something He had to do (Rev. 
4:11).  

B. Second, Creation gave existence to something in distinction from God. 
1. Creation is not God, or even a part of God; it does not flow out of the being of God (as an emanation; for 

example, creation is not like light flowing out of the sun; or like droplets of water flowing out of a vast 
ocean). Those ideas are the ideas of paganism or pantheism (God is the universe and the universe is God). 

2. God existed without creation. In eternity, God alone existed; only when God created did something begin to 
exist which before did not exist.  

3. Creation, then, exists in distinction from God, and is therefore always dependent on God.  
C. There is and always will be an absolute distinction between Creator and creature 

1. No other being apart from God can create. The angels cannot create, the devil cannot create; and no being 
helped God create or advised Him in the work of creation. Is. 44:24, Jer. 10:11, Job 9:8. Indeed, this is God’s 
claim to deity. I created. No other so-called god created. Worship me!  

2. This is because creation is a work of almighty power and matchless wisdom. None but God has such 
attributes.  

3. Since the Bible teaches that the Father creates, the Son creates and the Spirit creates, we know that all three 
must be eternal and almighty God. It will not do to say that the Son helped God create (John 1:3).   

D. God created by His Word 
1. God did not think the universe into being. He thought of the universe in eternity, but only when He spoke, 

“Let there be light” did He create. Ps. 33:6. This indicates that God is the living God who speaks. He delights 
to reveal Himself.  

2. In speaking the universe into existence, God did not have any preexisting matter. When we make something 
we need ingredients, but God had nothing and needed nothing. He commanded non being to become being 
and it was so. 

3. And of course we know that the Word of God is our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:1.  
E. God created for His glory. 

1. The Bible tells us that God is the Creator so that we will worship Him. His power, His wisdom seen in all the 
details of His creative work must lead us to fall before God in humble adoration. Creation may never be a 
mere intellectual detail. Neh. 9:6.  

2. The Bible tells us that God is the Creator for our comfort. What is said at the beginning of our worship 
services. “Our help is in the name of Jehovah who made heaven and earth” 

3. God created the universe to be the place where man would live in fellowship with his Maker, and where the 
great work of redemption would be carried out. The world was created for Christ. Col. 1:16.  

4. And therefore we know that the material creation is good.  
III. THE CREATION WEEK 

A. Scripture tells us not only that God created but how He created.  
1. The work of creation did not happen in the twinkling of an eye, but in a week. 
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2. The work of creation was orderly, and shows progression. It shows that God is preparing the universe for 
man, and ultimately Christ Himself. Heb. 11:3 (“framed”). But this is not the same progression of evolution. 

3. The Scriptures show this by detailing God’s work over six days. Notice, however, that only the Scriptures tell 
us this. We cannot know this in any other way than by the Bible, for the simple reason, only God was there.  

B. The days of the week. Note that Gen. 1:1 is a kind of heading to the entire chapter. Some interpret this to 
mean that God first created a formless mass [the deep, formless and void, 1:2] and then rearranged over 
six days.  
1. Day 1: Light. What is light? Light consists of waves and particles of energy, and light is necessary for all life 

on the earth. Light is also a symbol of joy, knowledge and purity, and is necessary for fellowship. It is the 
antithesis (opposite) of darkness, from which God immediately separates it.  

2. Day 2: Firmament. The word “firmament” means an expanse, something stretched out, and it divided the 
waters above and below. The idea is our atmosphere, but heaven includes outer space and even the heaven of 
heavens where God dwells. The focus is on the earth as a home for mankind. (Possibly angels created) 

3. Day 3: God causes the waters under the firmament to be gathered into one place. The dry land (not mud, but 
dry land) appears, and great changes occur to form the depths of the earth [crust, core, etc]. God names the 
land “earth” and the water “seas.” Then He decorates or adorns the land with plants of all kinds [with seeds].  

4. Day 4: God adorns the heavens with Light Bearers, the sun, the moon and the stars, and the other heavenly 
bodies (planets, etc; these are for signs and seasons).  By this time, heavens are adorned, the sea is ready, the 
land is covered, but no living creature exists. No birds, no fish, no animals. It must have been eerily silent.  

5. Day 5: God speaks and the seas and the sky spring into life. Many different kinds of creatures spring from the 
waters (“Let the waters bring forth abundantly …”). Birds singing, fish splashing, and God is pleased. Each 
animal is so designed by God as to reproduce after its kind.  

6. Day 6: God speaks and animals appear, “Let the earth bring forth …” All during this sixth day, God creates 
man, brings the animals to him, and the creates woman.    

C. Man is the crown of the creation 
1. Everything to this point has been preparing for man. The light, the land, the plants and the seas exist so 

that man can have a beautiful and comfortable home in which to dwell as God’s friend.  
2. God takes extra special care in making man: He does not simply speak, but He crafts man carefully out of 

the dust, places man in a garden, creates man in His image and gives man authority over the whole creation. 
3. In the creation of man, God reveals Himself to be a God of fellowship. Only when it comes to man does 

He say, “Let us …” And because God is fellowship, He desires that man be a being of fellowship. He 
fellowships with God, and he fellowships with other humans, especially in marriage which God ordains 
immediately after the creation.   

D. The Bible makes clear that the Creation Week is not myth or legend, but history 
1. The word day is used in Genesis 1 with the expression “evening and morning,” and the numbers, “first, 

second, third, etc.”  
2. The chapter is written in the language of historical narrative. In Hebrew, the historical narrative is shown by 

the expression, “And [plus a verb].” “And God said …” “And God called …” “And God saw …” “And the 
earth brought forth …”  

3. The chapter has no hint of poetic features. The greatest of all Hebrew poetic features is missing, Hebrew 
parallelism. Read the Psalms and read Genesis 1 and you will see the difference.  

4. The rest of Scripture teaches that the events in Genesis are history. To deny this has serious consequences for 
the inspiration of Scripture. Look up Ex. 20:11, Matt. 19:4-5, Rom. 5:12, I Cor. 15:21-22, II Cor. 11:3, I Tim 
2:13-14; Jude 14.  

5. Next time, DV, we will look at and refute the main theories which compromise with evolution.   
 

 
 
 
 
 


