
1 

 

Essentials of Reformed Doctrine: Lesson 2:2 (“Holy Scripture” [2]) 

I. Intro. & Review 
A. Last week we looked at the inspiration of Scripture 

1. We saw that inspiration is the work of God to move men whom He has prepared to write what He has 
revealed so that the end product is the Word of God (“moved, illumined, infallibly directed”). 

2. Scripture is not simply inspiring but is inspired;  
3. We looked at four types of inspiration: organic, graphic, verbal, plenary. 

B. We also looked (briefly) at other matters:  
1. The testimony of Scripture (itself and the HS) and the Canon of Scripture.  
2. Today we look at the perfections or attributes of Scriptures. Because the Bible is God’s book it has particular 

characteristics. All of the perfections of Scripture we look are derived from its divine Author.  
II.  INFALLIBILITY OR INERRANCY 

A. These two words mean basically the same thing. Infallible means that the Bible cannot err [make 
mistakes]; and inerrant means without error. You could write an inerrant book but not an infallible one.   
1. We teach that the Bible contains no errors of any kind whatsoever on any subject.  

a. The Bible infallibly teaches us the way of salvation and the way to live a godly life & all things. 
b. Not true that the Bible is trustworthy only on spiritual matters but on other things it is fallible.  
c. Some speak in weasel words: “The Bible is inerrant in that the writers did not intend to deceive us.” “The 

Bible faithfully reflects the thinking of that day.”  Honest mistakes not cunningly devised fables! 
2. The Bible is infallible and inerrant because its Author is God. 

a. Human beings err when writing books, but inspiration prevented that happening in God’s Book.  
b. Remember God moved men to write the very words which He had determined before the foundation of 

the world; that God prepared men to be the instruments; no human opinion mars the Bible (II Pet. 1:21). 
c. Never then can we say that “Oh, that is simply the opinion of Paul. He never shook off His primitive 

rabbinical prejudice against women.” Explain 1 Cor. 7:10; read also I Cor. 14:37; and look at I Tim. 2:7.  
3. Thus the Bible is called pure truth. 

a. The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. (Ps. 
12:6). “Sanctify them through thy truth; thy Word is truth” (John 17:17).  

b. The Lord Jesus and the Apostles accepted without hesitation the historical accuracy of the OT. Look up 
the following passages: Matt. 19:4 (Adam); Matt. 12:40 (Jonah); Matt. 24:38-39 (Noah); Luke 17:32 (Lot 

B. Infallibility does not mean everything in the Bible is literally true.  
1. For example, the Bible contains a lot of poetry and other figurative language. It speaks of the mountains 

skipping with joy and the trees of the forests clapping their hands (Is. 55:12); it speaks of a beast of ten horns 
and seven heads (Rev. 13:1). These things are true but not literally true. 

2. However, much of the Bible is history and is expected to read as such. The Creation, Flood and the miracles 
of the OT and NT are such. Scripture itself determines this for us.  

III.  AUTHORITY (The word authority means the right to ru le).  
A. Because the Bible is God’s Word and not man’s opinion it has a twofold authority.  

1. First, the Bible determines what a man must believe. 
a. The Bible determines what a man must believe about God. It is God’s own revelation about Himself. 
b. The Bible determines what a man must believe about Christ and salvation (II John 9; John 5:39). 
c. The Bible determines what a man must believe about himself - a creature of God, now a sinner. 
d. And the Bible determines what a man must believe about earthly things insofar as the Bible has revealed 

something about these things. John 3:12 (on earthly and heavenly things).  
e. All of this is summed up in II Tim. 3:16 (“All Scripture … profitable … for doctrine …”). 

2. Second, the Bible determines what a man must do. 
a. God determines what is right and what is wrong: righteousness and sin are His to define, and He has done 

so in His Word. Ethics are not the opinions of men, or the consensus of society.  
b. God determines how the Church will worship, what the Church will do (preach, sacraments, discipline). 

B. Only the Bible is authoritative 
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1. The Church is not the authority – not the individual congregation, not the OBs, not the gathering of 
assemblies (classes, synods, GA’s, etc), not the pope and all his theologians, etc. The Bible is authority! 

2. My opinions or feelings are not the authority: when the Bible clashes with my opinions, my reasoning, my 
comforts and desires, then, the Bible must overrule. If the Bible teaches something believe it and obey it, even 
if it means death itself (Is. 66:2). Here it is very easy to allow feelings to rule.  

3. Science and human reason are not the authority. If every scientist in the world is against the Bible, the Bible 
is still true, and must be obeyed come what may.  

IV.  THE UNITY OF SCRIPTURE 
A. The unity of Scripture means that although it is made up of many parts it has one Author and one 

message. That in itself is a miracle.  
1. If you asked 40+ men to write parts of a book in 3-4 different languages over a period of thousands of years 

you would not expect there to be one main message especially if none of these writers consulted one another.  
2. Moreover, you’d expect there to be many contradictions between the different writers; but since the Bible has 

one Author, the HS, we have one organic whole with one main message, Jesus Christ.  
B. The one main message of Scripture is revealed progressively throughout history. 

1. God does not reveal Christ in all His perfections at once; He prepares His people for Him gradually.  
2. Progressive revelation is the gradual unfolding of the truth so that with the close of the NT Canon all has been 

revealed; but earlier revelation is not contradicted by later revelation; it is supplemented and complemented.  
3. Any so-called contradictions in Scripture are simply our inability to reconcile things which seem to be 

contradictory. Most of these can be explained by a careful analysis of the context, allowing clearer passages 
to explain less clear passages as Scripture interprets Scripture.  

V. THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE 
A. The Bible alone is enough for the Church and the Christian to know everything necessary for salvation 

and a holy life. II Tim. 3:16-17 (“… that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works”).  
1. The Bible tells us everything we need to know, by searching Scripture we can define every nec. doctrine. 
2. The Bible does not tell us everything we want to know to satisfy our curiosity, to answer all our questions.  
3. The Bible as to its main principles tells us everything we need to know to guide us in godly living; it does not 

tell us whom we should marry, or what job we should take, or what we should eat for breakfast, etc.  
B. There are two main deniers of the sufficiency of Scripture: Rome and Charismaticism 

1. Rome teaches “The Church does not draw her certainty about all revealed truths from the holy Scriptures alone. 
Hence both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honored with equal feelings of devotion and reverence. 
Sacred Tradition and sacred Scripture make up a single deposit of the Word of God which is entrusted to the Church.” 
This is Rome’s view b/c she has so many doctrines without one scrap of biblical proof.  

2. The Charismatics pay lip service to Scripture but because they believe in continued revelation they deny the 
sufficiency of Scripture. For many Charismatics, when push comes to shove, they follow experience.  

VI.  THE PERSPICUITY OF SCRIPTURE 
A. Perspicuity means clarity. The word “perspicuous” means something see-through, like a clear window or a 

pure lake. The greatest figure the Bible uses to describe its own perspicuity is light.  
1. This means that the Bible as to its main teachings is so clear that even a child or a person of lesser intellect 

can understand it. Read Ps. 119:9 (young man), 119:130 (simple), and II Tim. 3:15 (child). 
2. This does not mean that everyone can gain the same depth of understanding or that everything in the Bible is 

crystal clear. Read II Pet. 3:16. 
3. The Bible is clear and yet very profound; the simplest child can understand it, but the most experienced 

theologian never plumbs its depths.  
B. Denials of the perspicuity of Scripture are common. 

1. Some have simply said that the Bible is a diff. book and therefore lazy church members don’t bother to study. 
2. Others say that the Bible can only be understood by theologians and it would be better for the common people 

not to read it (Rome). 
3. Today, we are told, that to understand the Bible you need scientists, experts in various fields (scholars).  
4. All these are attempts of men to remove the Scriptures from the people and put them in the hands of experts. 


