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Essentials of Reformed Doctrine: Lesson 2:1 (“Holy Scripture” [1]) 

I. Intro. & Review 
A. What is the knowledge of God (not merely intellect; but spiritual, experiential, covenantal)? 
B. Is God knowable? How? (From God’s perspective [living, knowing, communicating] and from man’s 

perspective [rational, moral creature orig. made in the image of God]). 
C. In what two ways does God reveal Himself? The rel. between these? Rev. to the wicked?  

II.  THE INSPIRATION OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 
A. What is the Bible (Q.1): Holy Scripture is the 66 books of the OT & NT, the Word of God. 

1. Which is (most) true?: The Bible contains the Word of God; The Bible is a record of the Word of 
God; or, a testimony to the Word of God; The Bible is the Word of God. Answer: is.  

2. What is inspiration (Q. 3) 
a. Neg.: Inspiration is not a general influence that God has on a man. Inspiration is not the 

imparting of creative genius to a man (in the sense that Shakespeare or Mozart were inspired). 
What do we mean when we say Shakespeare is inspired? (A: that he is inspiring, that his words 
move the reader, that he is intellectually or emotionally stimulating; many think of inspiration in 
that sense. When I read the Psalms they inspire me. But, if a part of the Bible does not move me 
[or “speak to me” as many say] it is still INSPIRED.  

b. Pos.: God moved certain men by the power of the HS to write His Word (the Cat. uses the 
words, “moved, illumined and directed”). Inspiration is described vividly in II Pet. 1:21 (“not by 
the will of man …”; “… moved by the HS” (Acts 27:17) and in II Tim. 3:16 (“God breathed out 
the Scriptures”).  

c. The result of such inspiration is that we have the very Word of God.  
3. Is there a human element in Scripture? 

a. Some say it must be a human book b/c human beings wrote it: “After all, it did not fall out of 
heaven, bound in leather, complete with maps!” nor do we claim that it was dictated by God 
word for word to the human writers (that is the claim of Joseph Smith for BofM).  

b. Others say that the spiritual parts about salvation are God’s Word but the more earthly 
part (creation account, history, etc) are the ideas of the human writers. But, if we cannot 
trust the Bible on the account of history, why believe it on spiritual matters? Besides, II Pet. 
1:20-21 denies this (“private interpretation” and “not by the will of man …”).  

c. Others say that God gave good ideas or thoughts to the people and they interpreted them. 
So, the Bible is simply a testimony to the religious experiences of Israel and the Apostles. 

d. We reject such notions. The Bible is the Word of God. When Scripture speaks, God speaks 
(look up Mark 7:13; Acts 4:25; Rom. 9:17; Gal. 3:8; Heb. 3:7). 

B. What further can we say about inspiration? 
1. Organic inspiration  

a. The word “organic” means “living.”  The Reformed use the term organic to distinguish it from 
mechanical. When God inspired men to write, He inspired them as men, not as machines, 
typewriters, or quill pens.  

b. Organic inspiration presupposes God’s sovereignty and providence. God eternally 
determined to write the Scriptures. He directed history in such a way that Scripture would be 
produced exactly as He had determined (e.g., God shaped Moses, his life, his personality, to 
prepare him to be the writer of Genesis-Deut. The same is true of David, John, Peter, etc. All 
write as men, but the end result is exactly what God intended. The Bible is a miracle.  

2. Graphic inspiration  
a. The word “graphic” means “pertaining to writing.” By graphic we mean that the Holy Spirit 

moved men to write, so that what was written is the Word of God.  
b. The Scriptures mean “the writings.” Thus Jesus insisted, “It is written …”  

3. Verbal inspiration  
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a. The word “verbal” means pertaining to words so that the inspiration of the Bible includes 
even the word choice. That is why in Bible study and preaching we examine the words, the 
tenses, the prepositions, the grammar, the word order, etc. It is all important. It is important, then, 
to have a word-for-word translation of the Bible.  

b. God did not simply inspire the thoughts of Moses, and leave it up to him to put it into his own 
words. The word choice was determined by the HS Himself (Matt. 4:4; Prov. 30:5-6; Gal. 3:16). 

4. Plenary inspiration  
a. The word “plenary” means “full.”  A plenary session of parl. is where all members are present.  
b. By plenary inspiration we mean that the whole Bible is inspired. Every one of the 66 books, 

every chapter and verse; the historical parts, the poetical parts; the prophetical parts; the 
genealogies, (“All Scripture” [II Tim. 3:15-16] and “no prophecy of the Scrip” II Pet. 1:20-21).  

III.  THE TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTURE  
A. The Q. is, “How do we know that the Bible is the Word of God?” First, neg., not apart from 

Scripture itself … 
1. We do not believe that the Bible is the Word of God because of the findings of science, archaeology.  
2. We do not believe that the Bible is the Word of God because the Church (Rome) says so (Eph. 2:20).  

B. Positively, the Bible testifies to itself that it is the Word of God.  
1. Proof. The Bible does not make an occasional claim but countless times. The number of “Thus 

saith the Lord …”; and look up Rom. 3:2; Luke 24:44; I Cor. 14:37; Luke 1:70; II Pet. 3:15-16; I 
Thess. 2:13, etc).  Jesus testifies to the Bible as the Word of God; He accepted it without question.  

2. A person cannot say, “The Bible is a wonderful book, full of lofty teachings, and Jesus is a great 
teacher, but the Bible is not divinely inspired.” If the Bible is not divinely inspired, it is a book of 
lies, and Jesus is a deceiver or deluded.  

3. The Bible’s own testimony is a very credible witness. How do you know anyone wrote any given 
book? First, the book’s own testimony.  

4. But, in addition to that the Holy Spirit witnesses in the heart of the child of God, that, the Bible is 
the Word of God (Q. 2). The child of God reads the Bible and hears it preached and he knows that 
this is God’s Word. The child of God knows the Author; he knows the truth of which the Bible 
speaks; he knows the love of God, the forgiveness of sins, the fellowship with the Father. He needs 
no more proof. But the HS only testifies to the truth of God’s Word by means of the Bible itself 
(illustration: letter from a loved one).  

IV.  THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE  
A. We have established that the Scripture claims for itself divine inspiration (organic, graphic, verbal, 

plenary) but this brings up the question. Which books are inspired?  
1. Rome’s position is that those books are inspired which the Church declares to be inspired, but 

that makes the Scriptures’ authority depend on the Church (Eph. 2:20-21).  
2. Our view is that the Bible has its own authority: believers recognized the individual books of the 

Bible almost immediately after they were written and were circulated (BC 5, “they carry the 
evidence in themselves). Other books were rejected (e.g. The Gospel of Thomas, Judas, etc).  

3. The church made official pronouncements concerning the Canon at early councils but this was 
simply confirming what believers already held (e.g., Athanasius in 367 AD).  

B. What about the Apoc. (the Apoc. means “hidden writings” and are not included in the OT 
Scriptures but recognized by the RCC). We reject Apoc. (Has anyone here read the Apoc.?). 
1. Neither the Jews (Rom. 3:2), nor the Lord Jesus, nor the Apostles included them. Jesus recognized 

the Jewish canon (Luke 24:44; Matt. 23:35). 
2. The Apoc., unlike the Canonical OT books, was written in Gk. during the IT period, after Malachi. 
3. The Apoc. contains absurdities, historical errors, etc. Judith 1:1 & doctrinal errors (Eccles. 3:3; II 

Mac. 12:44-45), and II Mac. specif. denies inspiration (II Mac. 15:38).  
4. The Apoc. are therefore not inspired Scripture, but contain some useful material, however, the Apoc. 

have no authority in doctrine or practice for the Christian Church.  


