Essentials of Reformed Doctrine: Lesson 16.1 (“Stee of Humiliation [continued]” [1])

THE ARREST AND TRIAL OF JESUS CHRIST
A. After Christ’s suffering in Gethsemane, Jesus wasaady for His arrest & trial by the Jews & Romans.
1. The role of Judas:
a. Jesus had dismissed Judas from the Upper RoomJwadab had lost no time in going to the Jewi

b.

C.

leaders who had secured a band of soldiers armtadswbords and staves to arrest Jesus (Matt. 26:47).
Judas was determined that Jesus not escape. Hesbaped before, but Judas did not understand |
Jesus’ hour had come. Judas was concerned thanigdy take the wrong man [it was dark; one of tt
disciples might be arrested in the confusion] sbdx a sign, Matt. 26:48-49.

The kiss must have been particularly hurtful taudest was humiliating to be kissed by the traithugdas
turned a sign of friendship into betrayal (Matt:48650; Mark 14:45; Luke 22:48).

2. Events in the Garden at the time of His arrest:
a. First, Jesus’ arrest was unlawful: He had not baetused of a crime; He had not been indicted

b.

charged. He was simply arrested by the Jewish atidsowho hoped to find some reason later.
Second, Jesus proved by His actions that He wagpletety in control and that He willingly handec
Himself over: He could have escaped or called ugmnFather for help or used His own power (Mat
26:53; John 18:4-12).

The last act He performed before they bound Hinmé-jast imagine the rough treatment He endurec
was to heal Malchus’ ear (Luke 22:50-51). The gies were ready to fight for Jesus (Luke 22:49) b
when they saw that He would not resist, they flstat(. 26:56). Jesus was more concerned about
welfare of His disciples (John 18:7-9).

B. The trial of Jesus had two phases: before the Jevasd then before Pilate.
1. First, we ask, why was it necessary that Jesus beed?

a.

b.

C.

d.

Certainly, this hadhot been the desire of the Jews. They had wanted &ssissite Him without any fuss,
but Jesus forced their hand. God had two purposis i

First, the Jews [the false church] and the Rom#reswWorld] must both be confronted with the questio
What will you do with the Son of God? In the erfik bnly “crime” of which Christ was guilty was tha
He was the Son of God and neither Jew or Romardadept thatlt was no crime: it was trudf the
Jews had wanted they could have examined Him omlétifrine and works but they wanted Him dead.
Second, God’s purpose was to display Christ's peisimnocence. Neither Jew nor Gentile — prejudic
as they were — could find any evil in Him. Onlytee Innocent One could He die for us.

Third, God Himself pronounced His verdict upon GhrHe would go to His death having been tried al
with the sentence of death officially pronouncediltg, guilty! Guilty because obur sins!

2. [Ecclesiastical trial] A travesty of justice whichserved to display the wickedness of the leaders

a.

Acc. to Jewish Law the trial of Jesus was fulllefgalities. 1/ The timing of His triatrials could not take
place in the evening or at night; not before thenimy sacrifice; not on the day before the Sabloatbn
the day before the Feast Days. In addition, if détyguerdict was likely, the verdict could not bevgn on
the same day so that all could have at least & togisleep on it,” to consider the evidenGhrist's trial
was hurried. He was found guilty before dawn withours of His arrest 2/ The presumption of guilt
Jewish trials began with the assumption of innoeeBefore any evidence of guilt could be mentione
the evidence of innocence should be discusseds'Jeswocence was never even entertained for
moment. No one spoke in His defense. And the adcuses made to incriminate himself. In additior
guilt in a capital offence could only be provedtiyp witnesses who were the ones who would accuese
prisoner. He should have the right to face the sedun open court. 3/ The place of the triie trial
must take place in the inner court of the tempté,im the high priest’'s home.

Further indignities: Jesus was interrogated by Anfaher-in-law to Caiaphas.. Various attemptsewe
made to incriminate Jesus: they asked Him aboutdddrine and His disciples (John 18:20-21). H
answered that His doctrine was not secret, andhidded His disciples. A servant of the high prie:
slapped Jesus (18:22-23). False witnesses werglitroubut they could not agree (Mark 14:56, 59).




Caiaphas put Jesus under oath and Christ conféeketd 26:62-64; Mark 14:60-62). This was the bas
of His condemnation, but such a religious offenceild not be a capital crime under Roman Law.

Part of the suffering of Christ at this point wastd?'s denial (Luke 22:61).

As soon as Christ made the confession they promauhem worthy of death. At that point, they treate
Him cruelly (Matt. 26:67-68; Mark 14:65; Luke 22:63; Isa. 50:6). Beating, spitting, mockery, ful
abusing the prisoner. Then they committed Him douageon and waited for dawn to go to Pilate (6)a.m

C. Trial before Pilate.
1. [1% appearance] The Jews had secured sentence of dehtf couldn’t inflict death penalty.

a.
b.

C.
d.

Early in the morning, probably 6. a.m. Jesus, fifethgry, thirsty, bound was brought to Pilate.

The Jews had to find some crime which would intetke Romans. They accused Him of three — |
seduced the people (was the leader of a populaflicet), He forbids paying tribute (a barefaced,lide
says He is a king (true, but not in the sense ta theeat to Roman rule). (Mark 14:3; Luke 23:2).

Pilate was only interested in the third charge wad mindful to let Jesus go at that point (Johi33-&88).
Having discovered that Jesus was a Galilean, HeHiemto Herod. Herod questioned Him, hoped to st
a miracle, and when Jesus remained silent, HeradkadoHim (Luke 23:6-12).

2. Second appearance before Pilate [probably around&m.].

a.
b.

C.

The Jewish leaders return still demanding thatslesypunished but still unable to prove any crime.
Pilate offers the people a choice between JesusBanabbas. He could not have given the people
greater contrast: Jesus of Nazareth and Barabb#sefaa murderer, an insurrectionist (Matt. 27:1¢
Mark 15:7; Luke 23:19; John 18:40).

To the horror and surprise of Pilate, the peoplealeled Barabbas (Matt. 27:20-27).

3. Pilate still wanted to release Jesus so he deciddscourge Jesus and let Him go.

a.
b.

C.

This was a travesty of justice. To declare thatesmme is innocent and then to whip Him! (Luke 23:22)
The Roman soldiers who scourged Jesus made furmaftHey stripped Him naked, they scourged Hi
(a punishment so horrible that many died from #)d they put on His gore-covered back a scarkeg rc
and they made Him a crown of thorns. Then they bl and mocked Him. The “whole band” [lit. a
cohort] could be as many as 600 soldiers (John-3p:1

After He had been scourged, He stood before thelpdumttered, covered in His own gore and Pila
cried out, “Behold the man!” (John 19:5). The crowstill demanded His crucifixion. Pilate tried tc
dissuade them but the Jews warned Pilate, 1) Hesnidknself the Son of God [John 19:7-8]; 2) If yo
let Him go, you are a traitor to Cesar [John 19:P#pte pronounced sentence (Matt. 27:24-26).

D. The Way to the cross
1. Jesus was in a terrible state physically by now [Achthe burden of our sins was particularly heavy].

a.
b.

d.

Likely it had been over 8 hours since His arrest.iercies had been shown to Him: no sleep, no food.
He had been beaten by the Jews and scourged Rothans. His back would have been ripped open €
was now a congealed gory mess. From his back hréesecobe was torn, and a huge piece of wood w
placed on His raw back and tied around His shosl{lkyhn 19:17)

Then He was forced to walk through the streetseaiishlem while passersby reviled Him as a crimin
Two other criminals (robbers) were led to executioth Him. It was not uncommon for such people t
be spat upon by the crowdsjt our calling is not to pity Him, but to weep faurselvesLuke 23:27-32.
Finally, Jesus, exhausted, and in great pain wablarto carry His cross. A passerby called Simon
Cyrene, was forced to carry it (Luke 23:26).

2. When they got to the execution site outside the githe soldiers did their grisly work.

a.

oo

The three men were laid on their crosses, and geelst were hammered into their wrists and ankiée
pain must have been unbearable. And yet Chrishalicdcream. His recorded words are in Luke 23:34.
The superscription was attached to Christ’s crossneckery of Christ’s Kingship [John 19:19].

Then the crosses were hoisted up and that mustvis@rehed the bones and joints horribly.

The soldiers offered a drink to the prisoners tth the pain (Matt. 27:34) [not out of mercy butrwake
them more manageablé&}hrist refused because He wanted to remain consdimough everything
Crucifixion was an agonizingly painful death — sldeath by asphyxiation. But the physical pain wats r
the worst of it. That was the pain the two thiefes Christ’'s death was unique. But more next week

2



