
1 

 

Essentials of Reformed Doctrine: Lesson 14.1 (“The Offices of the Mediator” [1])  

I. INTRO  AND REVIEW   
A. The office of the Mediator refers to His official work of the Mediator. What did He come to do?  

1. Really, the Mediator has one office, with a threefold aspect, prophet, priest and king.  
2. In order to do this official work, Jesus Christ has an office, a position of authority. He is appointed to that 

office by God Himself (the Triune God appointed the man Jesus Christ to that office). 
B. An office, then, is a position of authority to do a certain work or to act in a certain function. 

1. As such: 
a. In society and in the church men must have an office to do certain work. Without the office a man may 

desire to do the work and may even have certain gifts for that work but he may not do the work.    
b. In the OT to be put into an office a man had to be anointed. God called certain men and then He anointed 

them with authority to do that work. Without anointing no man could do the work. 
c. That anointing with oil is a picture of God’s ordaining and equipping a man by the HS to do that work.  

2. The three main offices in the Old Testament were prophet, priest and king. In only two men were all 
three offices combined, Adam and Christ. 
a. These three offices were conferred upon Adam by virtue of his being the head of the human race made in 

the image of God. As God’s prophet, Adam had true knowledge of God and declared His praises; as 
God’s priest, Adam devoted himself and the whole creation to God; as God’s king, Adam ruled in 
righteousness over the creation to the glory of God. It was his calling to “keep” (guard) the Garden.  

b. Adam fell. He fell from his headship. He lost the image of God– knowledge, holiness, righteousness – he 
lost the office of prophet, priest and king. Adam & all mankind with him become ignorant, blind & filled 
with error; filthy, polluted, unholy & unfit to approach God; unrighteous & in league with the devil.  

c. Christ came to perform the threefold office of Prophet, Priest and King perfectly and to restore that 
threefold office to us, God’s children.  

3. These three offices are foreshadowed in the OT. Before the Great Prophet, Priest, King came, God 
taught the people by OT pictures. Expect, said God, a Savior who will be Prophet, Priest, King. 
a. The OT had prophets, men who received the Word of God directly from God Himself and then 

communicated that word to God’s people. They were God’s authoritative spokesmen, inspired by the HS. 
b. The OT had priests, men who were given the right – by virtue of their office – to approach God on behalf 

of the people, to offer sacrifices for them, to intercede for them, to obtain blessings for them and, to bless 
them in the name of God.  

c. The OT had kings, men who were chosen by God to rule over God’s people, to lead them, to protect and 
defend them, to fight for them and to subdue their enemies. [Notice, that officebearers in the OT were not 
elected to office, they were appointed by God Himself].  

d. But the OT prophets, priests and kings were imperfect types of the true Prophet, Priest and King, the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ. When the people saw an OT officebearer, they ought to have seen something of 
Christ in him, but they ought more to have longed for the promised Messiah, and they did! [They were 
imperfect, first, because they were sinful, and indeed many were unbelievers; second, they could never 
hold the threefold office at once (a king could never be a priest, for example [Uzziah]); third, they could 
only ever give typical blessings: the word of the prophets was incomplete, the access of the priests was 
incomplete, the protection and leadership of the kings was incomplete]. 

II.  CHRIST’S OFFICE 
A. Christ’s office is His position of authority which vests Him with the right to act as the Prophet, Priest and 

King  to the glory of God. 
1. Generally 

a. Christ “needs” an office, not as the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, but as the man, Christ Jesus (Heb. 
5:4-5).  

b. God appointed and ordained Christ to this office, this position, in eternity. In God’s counsel, eternally 
God is God’s Prophet, Priest and King. 
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c. God promised such Prophet, Priest and King in the OT by the types and shadows and by specific promises 
in the Word of God. See promise of the Servant of Jehovah, a key title of Messiah (Is. 11:2, 42:1, 61:1). 

d. To that end, the Triune God appointed, equipped, set apart and anointed the man Christ Jesus. Earthly 
prophets, priests and kings were anointed with oil. Christ was anointed with the reality (the HS, Is. 11:2, , 
John 3:34, Acts 10:38, Heb. 1:8-9).  

2. Superiority 
a. Christ unites in one person all three offices of prophet, priest and king because he is both the Son of 

David (the kingly office) and He is a priest after a better order than Levi (Melchizedek, Ps. 110; Heb. 7).  
b. Christ is the true and final prophet (Heb. 1:1-3), the great high priest (Heb. 7) and the true eternal king 

(Luke 1:33). He has no betters, no successors; he never loses His offices, He never dies and He is never 
deposed. [That in general; let us now look at the first of Christ’s offices, that of prophet).  

B. CHRIST THE CHIEF PROPHET 
1. Prophets received the Word of God and brought the Word of God. 

a. Christ is promised as the Chief Prophet of God, Deut. 18:15 (John 6:14; Acts 3:22-26). 
b. Christ not only receives the Word of God. He IS the Word of God (John 1:1), in the bosom of the Father 

(John 1:18). He has unique, personal, perfect knowledge of His Father (Matt. 11:25) because He is the 
Eternal Son and Word of God.  

c. Since He IS the Word of God and perfectly KNOWS God, He is uniquely qualified to teach. 
2. Christ’s teaching is superior to all prophets. 

a. Christ not only preached the Word of God externally. He also teaches internally, and His Word reaches 
the heart (Matt. 11:25-27). He can open blinded eyes, unstop closed ears and soften hardened hearts. 

b. To hear Christ’s voice is to be saved (John 10:28).  
3. Christ exercised the office of prophet 

a. In OT: He is the Angel of the Lord, the Messenger of God: His HS indwelt the prophets (I Pet. 1:10-11). 
b. In earthly ministry, He taught with authority (Matt. 7:28-29); He preached the Gospel (Is. 61; Luke 4:21). 
c. He exercised His prophetic office on Calvary where He proclaimed the holiness and love of God. 
d. He continues that prophetic office through the Apostles, in their preaching and in their writings (Acts 1:1, 

I Thess. 2:13, I Tim. 2:7). The apostles have the authority of Christ. What they teach, Christ teaches! 
e. Our calling is to hear the voice of Christ in the Word of God, esp. the preached Word (John 10; Eph. 

4:21), to submit to the authoritative Scriptures, and to refuse to hear or obey the voices of any other 
teachers (false teachers).  

f. No one else, then, has the authority to reveal God to us. Jesus Christ alone, by virtue of His office, may 
and can reveal God to us. All other would-be prophets are false: Mohammed, Buddha, etc. God did not 
send them; He did not communicate His Word to them; we cannot receive His Word from them.  

4. Because Christ is the Prophet, we are prophets. 
a. As prophets, we receive the Word of God, not in the way the OT prophets did, but through the Scriptures. 

As prophets, we have the right, the ability and the privilege to read the Bible for ourselves, to interpret it, 
and to understand it (I John 2:27). 

b. As prophets, we speak the Word of God. We confess Christ. We say the same thing as Christ. How can 
we exercise our prophetic office? What are some threats to our prophetic office?   


