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Essentials of Reformed Doctrine: Lesson 1:2 (“The Knowledge of God” [2]) 

I. Last week we saw that the most precious of all is the “knowledge of God” 
A. Not simply a knowledge about God (of the mind), although this is certainly part of it. 
B. Not simply an emotional knowledge (of the feelings and heart), although this is not absent. 
C. But a personal, experiential knowledge of love and friendship (the covenant) . 

II.  The Possibility of the Knowledge of God is revelation.  
A. This is the only possibility because of the incomprehensibility of God. 

1. God dwells in unapproachable light; the angels veil their faces before Him. if God hides from 
man, man can never find Him.  
a. First, God is too high and exalted a being for mere creatures to understand Him. God cannot be 

deduced logically; man’s reason will not discover Him; mathematical formulae will not prove 
Him; philosophical proofs do not reveal Him.  

b. If you could understand God, then you would be as great as God.  
c. Second, man’s mind is darkened by sin, and he is incapable of knowing spiritual and heavenly 

realities (I Cor. 2:14). 
d. Third, man does not want to find God. There is none that seeks after God (R. 3:11) 

2. There are two ways in which God reveals Himself to human beings, specifically, there are two 
ways in which God reveals Himself to us, His people. 
a. God reveals Himself to us through the creation (“a most elegant book,” Belgic 2) 
b. God reveals Himself to us through His Word (Heb. 1:1-3) 
c. In addition, God reveals Himself in some sense to the unbelieving world.  

B. In addition, revelation is possible because of the way in which God made man, a rational, moral 
creature capable of receiving revelation.  
1. Stones, trees, brute beasts are not able to receive the revelation of God. They do not know God or 

that He is to be worshipped. They act out of instinct. 
2. Only angels and human beings, as rational moral creatures, can know God, and because of the fall 

the ability of men to know anything has been severely diminished. 
3. Adam, for example, could look at all the animals, perceive what each of them revealed about God, 

and name them; Adam’s mind, heart and will were not corrupted by sin; it is a mistake to think that 
Adam was primitive. We are.  

4. But I say again, not even the angels in heaven can know God, unless God reveals Himself.  
III.  How do we know God?  

A. We begin with special revelation, not general revelation, because [and I will return to this point] 
general revelation cannot be properly understood without SR. 
1. Special revelation is God’s speech to us in Holy Scripture. As a covenant God, God is a 

speaking God. That is why the Bible so often talks about dumb idols (they do not speak).  
a. The first action of God recorded in Scripture is speaking (“And God said …”). 
b. As soon as God created Adam He spoke to Him; their fellowship consisted always of speaking. 

Thus our fellowship with God is our speaking to Him and He speaking to us.  
c. Long before there was any written Word of God there was the spoken Word of God (God spoke 

to Adam, to Noah, to Abraham, etc); God did not command His Word to be written until the time 
of Moses when God’s people became a nation. 

2. God’s revelation in words is in a form which we understand, otherwise it would not be 
revelation.  
a. Some theologians have denied this: they have said that God is so exalted above us that it is 

impossible for men to know Him as He really is.  
b. But, if God cannot be really known, we cannot worship Him, we cannot love Him, we cannot 

have fellowship with Him, and we serve an unknown & unknowable god.  
c. What God reveals about Himself is true, not exhaustive, but true. 
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3. Throughout history God spoke to His people, but it became necessary for this revelation to be 
written down, hence we have the Scriptures.  
a. Hebrews 1:1 speaks of the various ways in which God spoke before the Scriptures were 

completed: “diverse manners” (these include voices from heaven, dreams, visions, signs and 
wonders, etc) and “at sundry times.”  

b. But occasional messages from heaven, as wonderful as that is, are not enough, for when those 
who heard the voices pass away, who will know what was said, except a record be made? 

c. Now, we have the complete and permanent revelation of the OT and NT acc. to which Christ’s 
Spirit has led the church into all truth. ALL truth is contained in the Scriptures.  We need no 
more and we dare not ask for any more.  

4. But even the Bible is not enough for us to know God because by nature we cannot understand 
the spiritual meaning of Scripture. God must open our understanding. 
a. The natural man, the unbeliever, can understand the words of Scripture: he understands the 

words and reads it as he would read any other book, but he cannot perceive the true meaning: the 
message is foolishness to him and he hates it. 

b. Only when the Spirit opens the heart of someone will there be true understanding (I Cor. 2:10).  
c. Thus, we cannot boast that we came to a knowledge of the truth by our own efforts.  

5. How are the Bible and Jesus Christ related?   
a. The answer is that a person can only know Jesus Christ through the Scriptures. 
b. One who does not believe the Bible can know some things about the historical Jesus of Nazareth 

but cannot know Jesus (the Savior) Christ (The Anointed of God). 
B. So, the main source of knowledge of God is Scripture as revealed by the Spirit, but God also 

reveals Himself to us by means of general revelation.  
1. We have revelation of God in creation because God made the earthly a picture of the heavenly 

a. God designed this world so that everything would speak of Him, of His glory, His Majesty, His 
wisdom, and His power. And the child of God sees God in the world. My Father’s world. 

b. This is why Jesus spoke in parables: He took earthly phenomena and showed how they relate to 
the kingdom of heaven (e.g., seeds, sheep).  

c. But we are so dull of heart that we do not even notice; we only see glimpses of the glory of God; 
Adam perceived it more and we will do so again one day in heaven. Then every blade of grass 
will reveal God to us in ways we never imagined. … 

2. Yet, it would be a mistake to make the 2 kinds of revelation equal in value. We can only 
understand GR when, as Calvin explained it, we put on the spectacles of Scripture. 
a. Many discard these spectacles. Theistic evolution is a prime example. General revelation, we are 

told, reveals an old earth and evolution, the Bible teaches creation. Since both are books of God, 
we must honor both, and use the book of creation to interpret the book of the Scriptures. 

b. The opposite is true: the Bible makes God more clearly and fully known. Therefore, we use the 
BIBLE to interpret the book of nature. When we do we see that evolution is false, therefore the 
interpretation by unbelieving scientists of nature is false. 

C. Finally, and briefly, does God also reveal Himself to the wicked by general revelation. Do the 
heathen have some knowledge of God in nature or even in their pagan religions? 
1. The answer is that all men know that there is a God, that He is powerful and that He must be 

worshipped, but beyond that they know very little about God.  
2. Can the wicked use the light of nature to seek after God and by improving it attain to a saving 

knowledge of God. Absolutely not! 
3. Are heathen religions a sincere attempt to seek after the true God revealed in creation? No! 
4. Does God show favor to the wicked by giving them some knowledge in creation. No, GR is a 

revelation of God’s wrath, and so – by the way – is the POG to the reprobate.  
5. Anything the wicked receive from God in creation they suppress and misuse (Canons III/A/4 & B5).  

 


