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Essentials of Reformed Doctrine: Lesson 1:1 (“The Knowledge of God” [1]) 

I. What is Essentials? 
A. A course for 16-yrs and above; an introduction to doctrine (“teaching”) 
B. A course of systematic instruction concerning the knowledge of God: 1). The Knowledge of 

God; 2). The Doctrine of Scripture; 3) The six main sections of Christian Doctrine. 
C. Memory work and extra work 

II.  Lesson 1: “The Knowledge of God.” The very first Q&A of Essentials is striking and sets the 
tone for the whole course. The knowledge of God is precious.  
A. The Knowledge of God generally. 

1. The knowledge of God means, first, that God knows Himself as a personal, willing, 
thinking, conscious Being.  
a. God knows Himself perfectly, and He knows all things outside of Himself (I Cor. 2:10-

12). Contrast this with our knowledge.  
b. In knowing Himself perfectly God delights in Himself as the highest and sole good. 

Contrast this with our knowledge of ourselves.  
c. Only if God knows Himself can He make Himself known to others. An impersonal force 

cannot make itself known to others, so they can know it.  
2. God, as a thinking, knowing Being, made man as rational, moral creature in His image 

so that He would know Him.  
a. Men, unlike animals, are conscious and self conscious personal beings. 
b. As originally created, man knew God with the knowledge of personal delight. 
c. But man sinned and no longer knows God, or even desires to know God.  

3. Man cannot be happy without the knowledge of God which he has lost by sin. 
a. No other knowledge – science, philosophy, art – can bring satisfaction to the soul of man.  
b. Man has lost the precious knowledge of God and is miserable but yet he constantly flees 

from the knowledge of God and suppresses it. He knows that there is a God but he hates 
him. 

B. The Knowledge of God specifically. 
1. The knowledge of God is not mere intellectual knowledge [dead orthodoxy]. 

a. It is much more than a collection of facts about God.  
b. Such intellectual knowledge (concepts and doctrines) is part of the knowledge of God. 
c. Jeremiah 9:23-24 speaks of a knowledge of understanding, and we are to love God with 

our mind.  
d. There is a danger in a merely intellectual knowledge of God. What is it? Pride. The 

subject is so lofty that a man can be carried away in pride by what he knows. 
2. The knowledge of God is not merely emotional knowledge [mysticism]. 

a. Some, in rejecting cold intellectualism, go to the extreme of mysticism: for them the 
knowledge of God is secret whisperings of the Almighty, fuzzy, spine-tingling feelings. 
Such people reject doctrinal knowledge altogether. 

b. Yet, there is a warmth about the knowledge of God; it is the knowledge of a personal 
God, and it produces joy and other emotions. We love God with the heart. 

c. There is a danger in a merely emotional knowledge of God. What is it?  
3. But the knowledge of God in Scripture is the rich idea of intimacy, love and fellowship.  

a. That is the knowledge of the covenant. The covenant is friendship so when the Bible 
speaks of knowing God it means the personal knowledge which close friends enjoy.  
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b. Apply: 1) Close friends desire to disclose themselves to one another, to open up to one 
another, not to have secrets (Gen. 19:17-19 is striking here). 2) Close friends desire to 
learn and know as much as possible about one another. God knows us thoroughly, more 
than we can ever know ourselves [He knows our sins, weaknesses, etc] but we only begin 
to know God. If we are His friends, we desire to know Him more and more. Do we? 3) 
Close friends know one another with the knowledge of experience. Read a biography of 
[…] and you will know something about him, but you have never met him, you do not 
know him. You have never experienced him. But God says, not just, know about me, but 
know ME. 4) Close friends know one another with the knowledge of love, the seek one 
another, they delight in one another’s company, they give themselves to one another, etc.  

c. But, remember, that we are speaking of the covenant with GOD, friendship with GOD 
and knowledge of GOD. Apply: 1) This is not friendship between equals; we must never 
lose sight of that. 2) This is knowledge which must lead to worship, to holy reverence, to 
awe. 3) This is knowledge which humbles; the more I know God, the more I am amazed 
that God would condescend to know me. 4) This is practical knowledge: the more I know 
of God, the more I serve Him, the more I love Him, the more I desire Him. If such 
knowledge does not lead there, it is that knowledge which puffs up. Never lose sight of 
that.  

4. The knowledge of God is necessary knowledge. 
a. It is above all things precious. Without this knowledge we perish and are destroyed (Hos. 

4:6); this knowledge is eternal life; ignorance of this knowledge is death. We may be 
ignorant of many things but ignorance here is fatal.  

b. It is true knowledge. In knowing God we know Him as He truly is, not of course as He 
knows Himself, but as He truly is. Our knowledge of God is not a different kind of 
knowledge than the knowledge God has, but a finite measure. We will never know God 
as He knows Himself.  

c. Our knowledge of God must be accurate, and all false doctrine is an attack on the 
knowledge of God. 

5. The knowledge of God is impossible knowledge. 
a. Man cannot know God, because God is infinite and man is finite.  
b. How do you know something? By examining and observing it. 
c. How do you know a personal being? Again, you could observe him or her, or you could 

ask him or her to tell you, but God is incomprehensible (Job 11:7-10). 
d. God dwells in inapproachable light, even the angels cover their faces before His Majesty, 

man is darkness, and by reason, logic, meditation, philosophy he cannot find God (Rom. 
11:33-36; Is. 40:13-18; I Cor. 2:10-11). 

e. Next week, DV, we shall look at how God is known, namely, by revelation.  
 
 
 


